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23 March 2026 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Re: Draft Rother Local Plan 2025-2042 – Development Strategy and Site Allocations – 
Regulation 18 Public Consultation 
 

Thank you for consulting Kent County Council (hereafter referred to as the County Council) 

on the Draft Rother Local Plan – Development Strategy and Site Allocations. 

 

The County Council has reviewed the Draft Local Plan and for ease of reference, has 

provided comments structured under its services below.  

 

Highways and Transportation 

The County Council notes that Rother District Council and East Sussex County Council have 

prepared a Shared Transport Evidence Base (STEB) which sets out an Interim Assessment 

of the potential transport impacts of future growth.  

Initial observations from the Interim Assessment and Mitigation Strategy (Transport No e 

001) indicate that there will be significant traffic increases on the A268 approach to the A21 

at Flimwell crossroads and the A229/A229 Cooper’s Corner junction ‘will see an increase in 

up to 300 vehicles per hour during the peak periods.’ Both these junctions are gateways to 

the junction of A229/A268 Hawkhurst crossroads which is constrained and has historically 

suffered capacity issues. There are also likely to be significant traffic increases along the 

A228 and other Kent roads which are intended to serve as ‘strategic network corridors’. 

The County Council requests that the impacts of the proposed growth in the Rother district 

are assessed to ensure that the additional traffic generated does not have a severe impact 

on congestion or is detrimental to highway safety on the Kent road network. The County 

Council recommends use of the Kent Transport Model for this purpose and welcomes the 

opportunity to scope out such an assessment. 



The County Council, as neighbouring Local Highway Authority, would welcome engagement 

with Rother District Council and East Sussex County Council to properly assess the impact 

of the Draft Local Plan on Kent’s roads. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Yours faithfully 

 Simon Jones   

Corporate Director – Growth, Environment and Transport    

 




