
Rother Local Plan 2020-2040, 
Please find enclose three documents I have put together. The enclosed package 
should be put to this policy constitutionalities it is part history, but it makes a better 
picture to revise and look forward with some policy ideas. 
Developers should not be putting in applications to make money for themselves. 
They attend Local Plan enquiries and arrange between themselves which site they 
will have. This should not happen. Then they build what they can sell, often not to 
local families. 
The proceeding should be; the Council invite developers to build what is needed in 
the Local area. 
While looking over the Rother Local Plan document, it says; in Rother the highest 
age group is the over 65s while those from O to 17 is the next highest number of 
persons. 
This asks the question; where will there be homes for the over 65s and the formability 
for the younger generation? 
Please go to the enclosed document heading The Planet and People Coalition, page 
two. 
Questions;-
27, Healthy Streets; 
Were you thinking of new Streets or existing ones? 
Its unlikely there will be new streets as new developments are not laid out for Streets. 
But one could, in the large developments in North Bexhill, create a better layout that 
as not being built . Its not too late for these undeveloped areas .. 
Many shops have closed, as larger super markets are replacing the small family 
shops. We need to ask, do we have a few large stores and close the High Street shops 
or help the smaller enterprises to continue? 
It may need government to change this, but local Councils should get together and 
put a policy to the Government. 
One suggestion is to allow supermarkets to only sell food. and no business rates for 
those under a sustain size. Also the local council to own new shops and receive a 
rent. The land cost being 100 years farming? They get their money back over 20 
years, then one doesn't need to keep increasing the rents. 

Another option is to have a Business Trust, and offer the property to a business 
occupier at cost. When the occupier moves on, they get their money back. 
Q 116, 117;-

Affordable housing. 
What is affordable to those on a minimum wage? 
Refer to document The Planet and People Coalition, pages two & three. 

118, Infrastructure levy;-
This was a David Cameron scheme. It often is not used for the infrastructures to 
help with roads/transport/water supply etc . .It may go towards sports facilities,but 
there still could be a built in levy on Affordable housing. 



For example, Ashburnham wants to have a new village hall, while some don't wish 
for more houses in the village. They would benefit, if all villages had say 20/30 
homes for the local young people. 
If as in the enclosed, and the land is there ,build 18 homes, 9 long two high, They 
could still be about £160,000,add £20,000 to each one,=£180,000 they have then 
£360,000 &£100,000 available, There is your new Hall and 18 new affordable homes 
for the local residents. 
This coupled with a 1066 walk, a camping site for those passing through, tea rooms, 
and a small shop. 

Qll9, 120 ,Views on 100% affordable housing;-
100% for it. 
There will be no point in having affordable housing if the occupants can sell them on 
to the open market . 
Create a Land Community Trust that takes control and the Council with the plans in 
the enclosed document The Planet and People Coalition. Employ developers to tender 
for the work. There is a company in Kent that build timber homes for £160,000.lf 
they were built on a steel frame with bolt on timbers, they could be replaced every 
100 years. 

Q121 Allocating Sites;-
We don't need boundaries, we are seeing some areas becoming too cramped and over 
developed. 
While one needs to consider services, I am not suggesting a few homes down a long 
lane. We should invite each parish council to select a place or maybe a few places 
where some homes could be built, as in the enclosed illustration. In many cases, close 
to a pub or village hall. While some owners have offered land, we must house our 
people and be responsible for the increase in population, if it means compulsory 
purchase, then so be it. This would not be taking all one's land,. In some cases just 
one or two acres, and the payment would be equivalent to 100 years from farming the 
land. 

Q 131 132,,Older peoples accommodation. 
While many don't wish to move from an area they have lived in for many years, for 
some, a life time., at the same time there are many who are used to moving around. 
But older people usually stay where they have been living for many years .and don't 
wish to move miles away. There is a need for older people accommodation in every 
village, preferably close to a community centre, so one can take part in social 
gatherings. 
In towns or built up areas, there are needs for extra places. 

135/136Gypsis and travellers;-
With many homeless people and those wishing not to be tied to a house, the name 
Gipsy needs to be changed, What about travelling communities? With facilities for 



toilets ,bin collection a garden and community spaces, with a proper plan as they 
move around. each development over 20/30 should include a site. 
Q 140/141. 
Every village should take a few new homes as enclosed, if each one had say,10 long 
two high, or even two sites, each village would benefit, but for the people who 
understand village life, not for city retirees To include a village shop or extending the 
present shop. May be a supermarket to supply the goods, it must be better 
environmental to have one vehicles coming to a collection point than several families 
travelling to a town to shop. 
Old barns could become holiday lets, not for wealthy retired senior officers. 

Q157.employment;-
Before any new developments start one needs adequate employment provision­

A hub for shared office space, some light industrial units .a place where young 
people can have start up units. 
Where there will be some solar farms . we should be building them higher so they can 
be used to grow salad crops, by leaving one in four panels clear glass, I understand in 
the Netherlands there are panels that let the light in, with climate change should be 
producing more home grown food ,in order to employing village people. 

Q159/160. 
Needs protecting as above. 

Q164 / 165, 
With the sites in North Bexhill the enclosed layout & Design should be incorporated, 
with growing local food where possible for the residents, employing some full time 
staff, with help from the retired members on the estate. This providing a purpose for 
the retied folk. The enclosed layout & design would include indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities, some villages could incorporate a similar plan. 

Q 166, Holladay lets;-
In some places people are complaining about holiday lets, these places are often only 
used 50% of the time each year. while Local people can find a home. 
One should promote the use of hotels, in new builds as they could include a portion 
for time shares. 

Q172/173.&174, 
See enclosed history of village life, 

Q174,Local employment & skills, 
Take Ashbumham example,118, and Reviewing the education system back page 
enclosed the planet and people document. 
We should stop building to rent. 
Build on steel frames off the ground to stop the flooding and save water with 
underground water tanks for summer use, watering the community gardens etc. 



Some additional points. 

In 2023 there were 8.4 people living alone, some by choice, but many while 
keeping their own space would be better served by the community housing as 
enclosed. 

There were also 3.2 million lone families in 2023,isolation and loneliness can create 
many issues with health and well-being. 

As people, we need two things The company of others and our own space. On new 
developments we are overcrowded while becoming isolated. 

Family breakdown can occur for a variety of reasons. A youth justice board survey 
found 70% of young offenders were from broken homes. 

I am not saying that women should not work ,but, I believe part of this problem is 
caused because we have created a system where mothers are expected to work, 
while one wage won't pay all the household bills. 

The housing system I am trying to promote would go a long way to creating a better 
family environment. With less brokenness, our mental health issues would be more 
stable. 

While there may be down sides to the plan, for example, people have differences 
and may fall out with others. Some relationships may start up, leaving the couple to 
become jealous ,thus creating bad feelings within the community. 

While these issues may arise, they can., usually, with help be resolved. 

I am thinking more of future generations, as in the animal world ,those brought up 
together get along with each other, it's when you put other groups with them, they 
have fallout. 

With the advantage of the technology we have, there is in all walks of life the need 
to employ less people. Having a market economy is not helping ,one needs to have 
a purpose, which many do not have. If once your affordable home has been paid 
for, people could have less time at work, and more time with friends and family, 
having time to have time for personal interest, be it sport, art music etc. 

Some people find their work a pleasure ,but many go to work to just pay the bills. 

The Local Plan needs to consider this, so by 2040, we have happy, healthy, wealthy 
communities. 

Laurence Keeley 
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