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23rd July 2024

Town Hall

London Road

Bexhill-on-Sea  TN39 3JX

Dear Sirs

ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL DRAFT HOUSING AND ECONOMIC LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT (HELAA) PART 2: SITE ASSESSMENTS CHAPTER 3 – BATTLE AND SURROUNDING SETTLEMENTS APRIL 2024 

Please find below my comments on some of the sites earmarked for potential development in the HELAA.
BAT0097 Market Square and Car Parks, Battle

“There could be scope to redevelop the retail building and improve the public realm, potentially increasing density and including additional uses such as residential above the retail units. However, any proposal to reduce the existing public car parking capacity is likely to be resisted locally. The northern part of the site was identified as a broad location in the SHLAA (2013) when it was assumed that it could accommodate 30-35 additional dwellings by years 10-15 of the (current) Local Plan period”
What does this mean? Whilst I welcome the addition of additional affordable dwellings, possibly above a supermarket, this should not be at the expense of reducing the current supermarket availability in Battle or reducing the car parking facilities for the local community or for the visiting tourists.  Car parking is already at a premium in the town.  The current supermarket on the site is very convenient and is assessable by car and on foot for those who live locally. The only other supermarket cannot offer parking, is not close to a public car park and cannot offer a trolley service.
BAT0009 Hughs' Field, Land opposite Caldbec House, Caldbec Hill, Battle
Whilst this site says “Potentially available” as stated the site has been subject to two recently dismissed appeals for residential development which found the site is not a suitable location for housing, having regard to local and national policies to conserve and enhance the landscape and scenic beauty of the High Weald National Landscape.  Nothing has changed to overturn the reasons for this decision and therefore the site should not be considered for planning potential.  
BAT0077 Land at and to rear of Mount Street car park, Battle

Developing the lower part of this site would mean having to cross a free car park which is widely used and any reduction in the car parking spaces here would have an adverse effect on the people who live and work in Battle. It should not be considered for planning potential.
BAT0048 Caldbec House South Field, Caldbec Hill

Should not be considered for planning for the reasons stated in the Site Assessment.

BAT0106 Land at Kingsmead, Battle

This is open fields and an allocated Local Green Space in the Battle Neighbourhood Plan.  It is used by many locals for leisure. The loss of this public open space would be contrary to local and national planning policy. It should not be considered, ever, for development.

BAT0024 North-west Battle
There are currently two outstanding planning applications, RR/2023/1815/P appealed, for 4 pairs of houses and RR/2023/1698/P for 4 detached dwellings, undecided, at the rear of 46 and 38 North Trade Road respectively.  Development of these, included in the area of BAT0024, would have an adverse affect on the residents of Vale Road. The land is higher than their properties and would look down upon them intruding on their privacy.  There is also an issue with the lie of the land and water surface drainage.

BAT0051 Land at Netherfield Hill Farm, Netherfield hill

Development of this land could set a precedent for other likely sites in the road.
BAT0099 Land at Darvel Down, Netherfield

Loss of any part of this Local Green Space would be wholly detrimental to the families of Netherfield. It should be retained as an open space for the enjoyment of the general public.
Whilst I appreciate that it is necessary to provide more housing for the area, I consider that the priority should be for more affordable housing which would allow the younger generations, bought up in Battle, to be able to set up home here. However I do not consider that it should be to the detriment of those that currently live in the area. Moreover, thought must be given to the current services in the Battle area.  The roads are congested and doctors surgeries and schools etc are already at full stretch.

Kind regards

Jane Duffell

Old Wellington House

Caldbec Hill

Battle

East Sussex
