BfT objects to the greenfield development on the Battle BAT0014 site, which contains ancient woodlands, veteran trees, and irreplaceable habitats. BfTs  have several key arguments:
1. Protection of Ancient Woodlands: The woods abutting the proposed development site have been continuously wooded for centuries, often since at least 1600 AD, and hold significant ecological value. Developing this site would destroy habitats for many rare and endangered species, disrupt complex ecosystems, and diminish biodiversity.
2. Preservation of Veteran Trees: Veteran trees on and  near the proposed BAT0014 development are ecologically and historically important, providing unique habitats for diverse flora and fauna, including rare species. These trees are living monuments of Battle’s natural history, and their loss cannot be mitigated through replanting.
3. Irreplaceable Habitats: The unique habitats provided by Battle’s woodlands and veteran trees cannot be recreated through landscaping or replanting. The complex soil structure, microhabitats, and symbiotic relationships have taken centuries to develop.
4. Carbon Sequestration and Climate Regulation: Mature trees and ancient woodlands play a critical role in carbon sequestration, helping to mitigate climate change. Destroying these areas would release stored carbon and reduce Battle’s future carbon sequestration capacity, exacerbating climate change.
5. Soil Health and Hydrology: The rich, undisturbed soils in the proposed development include grade 1 farm land used only by live stock for many decades. The land has not be disturbed or destroyed by heavy machinery. This potential farm land is essential for our food security going forward so should not be developed. In addition the fields and streams on the site are crucial for water retention, purification, and flood prevention. Development would lead to soil compaction, erosion, and increased flood risks, adversely affecting local hydrology and water quality.
6. Cultural and Historical Significance: The fields and woods on BAT0014 hold significant cultural and historical value, providing access to land little disturbed since 1066. They are integral to the landscape's heritage and contribute to the local community's identity and sense of place.
7. Public Opposition and Social Value: There is strong public opposition to the destruction of Battle’s ancient woodlands and veteran trees. These areas are valued for recreation, mental health, and community well-being, providing a natural space for local residents to connect with nature.
8. Irreversible Consequences: The destruction of Battle’s woodlands and irreplaceable habitats is irreversible. Once lost, their ecological, cultural, and historical values cannot be recovered. This permanent loss should weigh heavily in any development decision.
9. Ethical Responsibility: We have an ethical duty to protect Battle’s natural heritage for future generations. Stewardship of these woodlands and veteran trees is crucial for maintaining biodiversity and ensuring planetary health.
Given these points, it is imperative to object to the greenfield development on the Battle BAT0014 site. The irreplaceable nature of these fields, hedgerows, woodlands, veteran trees, and unique habitats makes their protection essential for ecological, cultural, and societal well-being.
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